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F I N A L  C O N S I D E R A T I O N S  



SOME   THEORETICAL   BASIS 

 d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a n  E S P  c o u r s e  

           is about narrowing the focus of English  in a specific  
           arena with a well-defined target, in the sense that the        
           subject matter discussed is relevant to a particular field      
           or discipline.  

Student’s ability to 
read and comprehend 
the current texts and 
articles related to the 
learners’ major field 
of study. 

Essentially considered 
as a level that precedes 
higher-level education 
in ESP in non-English-
mayor universities or 
vocational colleges. 

             Is an eclectic approach pursuing the 
goals of satisfying specific needs . (Barrantes,2009) 



E S P  c o u r s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  

(based on Dudley-Evans & St John, 1998 and Górska-
Poręcka, 2013) 
 

PRACTITIONER’S ROLES 
IN ESP COURSE: STAGES 



E S P  c o u r s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  

Successful ESP teacher features according to the literature 

KNOWLEDGE REQUIREMENTS 



THE    EXPERIENCE 

d e f i n i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  

ESP teachers “have to struggle to master language and 
subject matter beyond the bounds of his previous 
experience” (Hutchinson and Waters, 1987). 

grammatical issues  

 
 

devote classroom time 

to translate scientific 
articles.  

design   are  often ad-hoc   

 
 

not entirely based on 

comprehensive needs   
analysis. 



d e f i n i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  

They should be useful for students as scientific 
researchers and relevant for the type of research they 
are performing. 

They are expected to help students to write the paper 
they are aiming to (systematic review), hence, related 
to their research interests. 
 



d e f i n i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  

Contents should be directly related to their academic  
and professional interest according to the year they  
are taking. 

 Activities should take just necessary time and mostly 
completed in the classroom because of the 
overwhelming schedule of a dentistry student. 
 



n e e d  a n a l y s i s  

N E C E S S I T I E S  L A C K S  W A N T S  

should be 
able to do 
effectively 

target profiency 
g-a-p 

present performasce 

want or 
feel they 

need 

Reading 

 skills 

grammatical  

features 

grammatical  

features 

specific  

vocabulary 

A needs analysis is an ongoing process that, besides 
syllabuses, methodology and requiring collaboration of 
experts on the field, one of the mayor components of ESP. 



t e a c h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n  

Other teachers syllabuses and students’ professional interest. 
subject content knowledge base 

Basic  subjets matter (dentistry) knowledge. 
vocabulary, most common diseases,  

dental materials, instruments 
Linguistic community codes. 

language knowledge base 
 

WE NEED TO START KNOWING ABOUT: 



t e a c h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n  

Medical databases , Internet searchers and online libraries. 
 

 knowledge of pedagogy. 
appropriate materials, strategies and activities 

Meeting with teachers of other areas . 
 content specialist and experts in the field 

 

WE NEED TO START KNOWING ABOUT: 



t h e  m a t e r i a l  

ESP teachers need to be able to organize and develop 

the materials according to the course goals, 
curriculum, and students’ needs.  

The main objective of the ESP course  
of the first-year dental students  is to 
help them to develop reading skills to 
handle scientific texts for research 
purposes.  

Recognitions of types of abstracts, 
mastery of some grammatical structures 
frequently used in dentistry scientific 
articles. 

Previewing , guessing meaning 
from the context , skimming and 

scanning. 



t h e  m a t e r i a l  

An ESP course to develop reading skills is characterized by  the 
use of authentic, non-simplified, directly relevant texts in their 
field of specialization, and the focus on the students’ 
immediate reading needs. Frydenberg (1982) 



t h e  c o n t e n t s  

The aim of the ESP course is not to teach the content of the article, but to 
teach high-transfer skills that are only incidentally being developed 
through texts that are the same as or similar to those used on their 
content courses. 

types of abstracts 

reading strategies text markers 



t h e  a c t i v i t i e s   

  Reading texts in groups 

  Finding specific information related to the content 

  Group work for problem solving 

  Workshops  

  Teachers explanations of grammatical contents       

    (when needed) 

 

Most of our instruction in a reading skills course is aimed at the 
application level of learning. Frydenberg (1982)  



t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  

Evaluation is achieved during the course by 
monitoring students’ performance in other areas and 
at the end of the course. 



The context of teaching ESP, the main difficulty is the lack of 
background in training programs and accurate documentation 

 New teachers have to study by themselves as learners of a 
new subject. 

Team work is a key element of successful ESP courses. 
 
 



A complete Needs analysis is the cornerstone of an efficient ESP 
course. 

Teaching and learning materials need to be designed by 
teachers themselves and should include authentic materials 
that motivate students to do all the activities.  
 
 


